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(R1053, H2417)             No. 896
An Act To Provide, In The Event Of Attack Upon The United
States, For The Continuity Of The Executive And Judicial
Functions Of The Government Of The State And The Govern-
mernts Of Political Subdivisions Of The State By Providing For
Additional Officers Who Can Act As Governor; To Provide For
Emergency Interim Succession To Other Executive Offices Of
The State And Its Political Subdivisions; To Provide For Spe-
cial Emergency Judges; And To Authorize Political Subdivi-
sions To Enact Resolutions And Ordinances Relating To The
Subject.
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:
SECTION 1. Title.-This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "Emergency Interim Executive and Judicial Succession Act."
SECTION 2. Findings of General Assembly.-Because of the ex-
isting possibility of attack upon the United States of unprecedented
size and destructiveness, and in order, in the event of such an attack,
to assure continuity of government through legally constituted leader-
ship, authority and responsibility in offices of the government of the
State and its political subdivisions; to provide for the effective op-
eration of governments during an emergency; and to facilitate the
early resumption of functions temporarily suspended, it is found and
declared to be necessary to provide for additional officers who can
exercise the powers and discharge the duties of Governor; to pro-
vide for emergency interim succession to governmental offices of
this State and its political subdivisions in the event the incumbents
thereof (and their deputies, assistants or other subordinate officers
authorized, pursuant to law, to exercise all of the powers and dis-
charge the duties of such offices-hereinafter referred to as deputies)
are unavailable to perform the duties and functions of such offices;
andlto provide for special emergency judges who can exercise the
powers and discharge the duties of judicial offices in the event reg-
ular judges are unavailable.
SECTION 3. Definitions.-Unless otherwise clearly required by
the context, as used in this act:
(a) "Unavailable" means either that a vacancy in office exists and
there is no deputy authorized to exercise all of the powers and dis-
charge the duties of the office, or that the lawful incumbent of the


